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Who IS ON THE RESEARCH FARM
Engineering an Environment for Change
ewfoundland and Labrador is sometimes referred to as the “Rock”
because of its stony soil. It’s a challenge for farmers and no one knows
this better than Gary Bishop.
The engineer at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Atlantic Cool Climate
Crop Research Centre has been working with farmers for over 25 years to
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find new ways to make the province’s rugged soils more productive
while protecting the environment.
He’s championed the use of tile drainage, modified farm equipment with everything from balloon tires to reinforced struts and
studied the way farmland is fertilized.
“The best thing about my job is that I get to design and adapt
equipment and technology that can help farmers in an economic
and environmentally friendly way,” he says.
Bishop’s interest in improving agriculture started early, helping
his father run the family dairy farm in Clarence, Annapolis County,
Nova Scotia.
“I loved working with machinery and I was always trying to fix
things around the farm so a career in engineering was a natural fit
for me,” says Bishop.
Bishop enrolled in the agricultural engineering program at the
Nova Scotia Agricultural College and continued on to the Technical
University of Nova Scotia (now DalTech) where he received his
B.Eng. in 1982 and M.A.Sc. in 1986.
His first job at the research centre was designing and modifying
farm machinery equipment for use on peat lands. That’s where the
balloon tires came in.
“Newfoundland and Labrador has a lot of bog land and it can be
very hard to work with if you don’t have the right equipment,” says
Bishop.
His research gradually shifted to soil drainage on mineral soils.
The majority of the land throughout the province is made up of
mineral soil with a compacted layer just beneath the topsoil. This
combination doesn’t allow the soil to drain properly and that can
play havoc with crops.
Bishop introduced modern drainage equipment to the province,
allowing trapped water just below the surface to be drained off.
“Because of this new type of drainage equipment, Newfoundland
and Labrador farmers have increased productivity on their land by
25 per cent. That’s a difference that makes installation of drainage
systems a viable practice for any farmer.”
Bishop is currently involved in a four-year, Atlantic-wide research
project that will give farmers more precise information on how to
fertilize with manure while protecting the quality of water in
streams, rivers and underground water tables.
“We are evaluating the different ways manure can be applied on
forage fields, the impact each method has on the survival of
pathogens and their movement in the soil.”
“I find this research really interesting and we have a great team
working together on it.”
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Who IS ON THE RESEARCH FARM
Bishop also keeps up-to-date on changes in his
field outside of work as well, with memberships in
the Canadian Society of Agricultural Engineering, the
Association of Professional Engineers and
Geoscientists
of
Newfoundland
and
the
Newfoundland and Labrador Institute of Agrologists.

“It’s the ongoing evolution of agriculture and the
opportunity to continually try new ideas and technologies that keeps the job fresh,” he says.
“I’m basically doing the same things I enjoyed
as a kid,” he says. “It’s just a little more sophisticated now.”

P RESIDENT ’ S M ESSAGE
he harvest season is now
behind us and Christmas
is around the corner. I would
like to start by taking this
opportunity to wish everyone all the best for the season and a safe and prosperous new year. In 2013 we
will again see exciting new
opportunities for our growing industry with the arrival
Eugene Legge
of Growing Forward II,
President
among other exciting things
happening. We don’t know
all the details yet, but all
indications are that Growing Forward II will be a
truly worthy successor to the current program.
In our last issue, the growing season was still in
its early stages and there were widespread concerns about the dry conditions resulting in a poor
season across the board. Luckily these concerns
mostly didn’t materialize, and rain arrived in time
to keep the fields growing well. Unfortunately,
there is still a big exception to the rule, with forage producers not getting the needed rainfall for
their fields, and the arrival of the destructive army
worm both converging to make for a particularly
tough year.
For those who had a good season though, it was
mostly not only good, but exceptional. Many farmers shared pictures of vegetables like potatoes
over social media sites with rulers and loonies etc.,
to show just how huge they had grown. It was
really a sight to behold, and it’s great to see such
success and pride in their products.
The festival and events season was also a great
success this year. The Federation attended shows
in St. John’s, Mount Pearl, Harbour Grace, Deer
Lake, and Corner Brook. NLFA organized and executed the Agrifood and Garden Show in Corner
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Brook in October, and experienced record attendance of over 7,000. We were also excited to see
Dairy Farmers of Newfoundland and Labrador’s
new interactive milking cow, Moonica, make her
debut at these shows. She was a big hit with kids
across the province.
The Federation is also continuing to deliver great
services and discounts to our members through
the AgriVantage program, which began a new year
of exciting offers this fall. There is an overview of
the current offerings of the program in the ‘New
and Exciting’ section. We would like to encourage
producers who are not yet members to sign up for
this very valuable program.
This fall we were also pleased to see the provincial government start to roll out its implementation of the Our Food, Our Farms, Our Future agriculture strategy, introduced earlier this year. A
conference, focused on research, was held in
Corner Brook in November and looked at collaborating with researchers to get questions answered
about how to best develop the industry in accordance with the strategy. NLFA was there and gave
a presentation about the industry’s perspective on
what research needs to be done to advance the
industry. We look forward to continuing to work
with the Department of Natural Resources on
advancing the industry through the implementation of the agriculture strategy.
The Federation looks forward to the opportunities our industry will see over the next year,
including further implementation of the industry
strategy and the new Growing Forward program.
We will be continuing to work toward priorities like
awareness and agriculture in the classroom that
we have already begun work on, and we will take
on new challenges too. We hope to see lots of you
at our Annual General Meeting in Gander, January
23 and 24. I would like to close in saying all the
best and stay safe in the coming year.
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NLFA Partners with Farm Credit
Canada to Help ‘Drive Away Hunger’
By Matthew Carlson
his year the Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of
Agriculture (NLFA) partnered with Farm Credit Canada
(FCC) on its annual ‘Drive Away Hunger’ food drive for the
first time. NLFA’s efforts to contribute to the drive centered around the 2012 Agrifoods and Garden Show at the
Pepsi Centre, Corner Brook this October.
Over the weekend of October 12-14, we collected nonperishable food items and took cash donations from showgoers. The donations went in aid of the Bay of Islands food
bank which serves Corner Brook and surrounding areas.
As the show went on over the weekend, a lot of interest
was expressed in the decorated pumpkins which were
placed throughout the stadium. As the show drew to a
close on Sunday, the idea was hatched to host a pumpkin
auction in aid of the food drive.
As pumpkins were gathered on a table in front of the
NLFA booth, excitement grew and a crowd quickly formed.
The auction was lively right from the start as some of the
bidders were determined to bring home that uniquely perfect pumpkin! Some of the more sought after pumpkins
fetched nearly $30 each.
At the end of the weekend, when all the pumpkins had
been sold and all the food items and cash donated, the
final numbers were impressive for a first time event. In
total there were 224 food items donated, with an approx- FCC’s signage used to promote the
imate retail value of about $450. The cash total was bet- event.
ter again, at over $600, adding up to an overall value of
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The food donations at the end of the show, in
bags about to be brought to the food bank.
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This caterpillar pumpkin was a sought-after
piece at the auction.

F EATURE
almost $1,100. More impressive, of the cash total,
over $450 of it came from the pumpkin auction
alone, which took place over the last hour of the
event on Sunday afternoon and saw over 50
pumpkins sold.
Farm Credit Canada began its Drive Away
Hunger initiative in 2004. It started in Ontario
when a single FCC employee led the charge by
organizing a local tractor tour. He collected food
donations from his local community as a way to
give back and help food banks serve people in
need. During the past eight years, Drive Away
Hunger has continued to grow and now boasts
over 7.8 million pounds of food collected to date.
NLFA is proud to have played a role in this great
event for the community and looks forward to
doing a bigger, better food drive next year to further grow the success of the inaugural event.

A pumpkin as it is being displayed for
auction.

A GRICULTURAL M EMBER P ROFILE

Naturally Grown Landscape
Products at C.D.’s Trees
By Matthew Carlson
hris and Debbie Swyers are the C and D in
C.D.’s Trees, a tree and shrub nursery operation in Logy Bay on the Avalon Peninsula. They
started from scratch in 1995, with a keen personal interest in growing trees and shrubs. At that
time, most if not all woody plant material, was
brought in from outside the province.
C.D.’s Trees started with the successful growing
of about 100 trees in an operation which now
numbers about 12,000 plants in inventory. To get
their start, Chris and Debbie took courses, learned
how to propagate, and soon after built their first
greenhouse. Today they have over 120 different
types of plants, including many different varieties
of each and now have six greenhouses. The latest
project boasts 20 different varieties of hydrangea,
all grown locally. In addition, each spring they also
offer a selection of annuals, perennials, and vegetable plants which are also locally grown and
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acquired from one of C.D.’s wholesale clients .
The trees and shrubs grown at C.D.’s Trees are
sold through a combination of direct retail and
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The shop at C.D.’s Trees.
wholesale. The wholesale component on average
comprises six retailers, mostly located on the
Avalon.
The Swyers’ facility in Logy Bay is not your typical landscape operation. Instead of an open space
with greenhouses and rows of plants, it blends in
very well with its surroundings. Chris describes
walking around the grounds of C.D.’s Trees as
being a lot like taking a ‘walk in the woods.’
Everything is set up to fit in with the natural environment, and the property is centered round a
pond, formerly known locally as Anthony’s Pond. It
is away from the noise, and provides a great environment for working and shopping.
The focus on keeping things natural continues
with the product itself. Plants are chosen for propagation based on how well they perform at the
nursery and the climate they are rated to grow in.
The plant is then grown without the use of additional heat or pesticides and the mature plant
derived from this process is acclimatized to our
area allowing the customer to add the plants to
their garden with little worry as to whether it will
be able to grow.
C.D.’s Trees main season for tree and shrub
growth is from the first of May up to the end of
September. The growing is fairly labour intensive
and throughout that period and Chris and Debbie
have a couple of permanent and a couple of parttime workers to help with their operation. Chris and
Debbie handle the paperwork themselves. It is a
year-round, time-consuming part of the business.
With the business on a successful path adhering
to the Swyers’ vision, there are no plans for any
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C.D.’s Trees on a winter day.

An assortment of plant varieties at C.D.’s
Trees.

big changes in future at C.D.’s Trees - just keep
everything on track and grow a little at a time. It’s
been a stepping stone for many students and others transitioning to the next step of their career.
Chris and Debbie’s two daughters have worked at
the nursery at one time or another and both have
some interest in the operation. Their input is valued and is often integrated into the operation with
the hope it will continue.
The Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of
Agriculture is pleased to profile Chris and Debbie
Swyers and we wish them continuing success in
the future at C.D.’s Trees.

E VENTS & H APPENINGS
Thousands Turn Out to Celebrate
Agriculture at the Annual Research
Open House in St. John’s
By Lesley Cowan
It was a day filled with laughter and happiness
as young and old enjoyed a day on the “Farm” (at
the Atlantic Cool Climate Crop Research Centre).
More than 5,100 people came out to learn about
science and agriculture at the research centre’s
54th annual Farm Field Day.
“It has become one of the province’s premier
events and we take pride in our success,” said
Sandy Todd, Director of Operations.
“It gives us a chance to showcase our research
and raise awareness of the agriculture industry in
our community and draws visitors from all over
the province and Canada.”
Staff were out in full force to display the latest in
pest management techniques, manure and nutrient management, native berry research and
drainage systems for agriculture lands.
“We were extremely busy all day,” said Dr. Samir
Debnath. “The public were interested in our
research and the health benefits associated with
berries. It was a great day to promote what we do.”
More than 20 farm organizations, including the
NL Federation of Agriculture, joined federal and
provincial departments in the day.
Environment Canada officials released three
weather balloons throughout the day from the
weather station located at the research centre and
explained how the data collected contributes to
the weather forecast.
The day also included a cattle and calf showmanship, an animal farm and a kid’s activity tent
featuring “Moonica” – a mechanical milking cow
hosted by the Dairy Farmers of Newfoundland and
Labrador and the Newfoundland and Labrador
Federation of Agriculture.
The ever-popular chicken BBQ hosted by the NL

Farm Women’s Association was another great
success.
The local 4 H groups even got a chance to
fundraise and promote their organizations through
several activities including “Adopt a cow”, face
painting and balloon twisting.
“Being able to bring together so many involved
in the agriculture sector is important to the event.
We want to showcase the industry to the public
and the important contribution it makes to the
province,” said Todd.

Agrifoods and Garden Show
Experiences Record Attendance
After partnering with Department of Natural
Resources’ Agrifoods Agency in 2010, the NLFA
has now taken the lead on the annual AgriFoods
and Garden Show for two years running. This year,
the event was held at the Pepsi Centre, Corner
Brook from October 12-14. Approximately 7,000
visitors attended the show, a substantial increase
over last year. The show featured exhibits from all
aspects of the province’s agriculture industry.
In addition to the returning attractions like the
fisheries touch tank, kids’ activity centre, farmers’
market, and cranberry exhibit, this year was the
first year for the interactive display, Moonica the
Milking Cow.
This was also the first year we partnered with
Farm Credit Canada for its ‘Drive Away Hunger’
food drive at the show. Further coverage of this is
available in the Feature section.
Throughout the weekend, chef Keith King of
Cuisine Consulting and his associates demonstrated how to cook many interesting dishes with local
products like fresh local lamb, local vegetables,
and berries. There were over 20 dishes in total,
ranging from breakfast dishes, like frittatas, to
dinner dishes like roasted lamb, to desserts like a
local variation on zabaglione, an Italian dessert
made with egg yolks.
Anyone impressed by the dishes highlighted at
the show’s demonstration area could even taste
these foods again as many times as they would
like, thanks to copies of all the recipes being made
available to try at home. The recipe table was a
popular attraction at the show.
The Agrifoods and Garden show is the largest show
of its kind in the province. The show’s key objective
is to promote our agricultural industries and increase
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Moonica the Milking Cow was a big hit at
this year’s show.

One of the many food demonstrations at the
show.

awareness of the importance of the industry to our
province, especially in rural communities.
This event continues to provide the NLFA with a
tremendous opportunity for the public to meet

farmers, see what the agriculture industry has to
offer, and educate children about where their food
comes from.
Funding to plan and host the 2012 Agrifoods and
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Garden Show was provided by Growing Forward, a
federal-provincial-territorial initiative.

Upcoming Agriwebinars
Agriwebinars are web-based conferences, hosted by Farm Management Canada, which bring the
ideas and expertise of agricultural leaders to producers wherever they may be located. They are
designed to inform and inspire producers from the
comfort of their homes or offices or even barns. All
that is required is a computer and an Internet connection. A broadband connection is not required
and computers connected by dial-up service can
participate.
The sessions last one hour and can be joined at
any time throughout that hour. If you miss the
entire session, or are interested in a past session,
they remain available via the archive section.
The webinars are available by registering at
www.agriwebinar.com
The following is a listing of upcoming
Agriwebinar sessions:

Is Community Supported Agriculture
for you?
Broadcast Date: Jan. 28, 2013, 1:30PM NL Time
Series: 2012/2013 Farm Management Canada
Agriwebinar Series
Presented By: Tarrah Young
Theme: Business Structures & Agreements

Community Supported Agriculture is a revolutionary system of food distribution that benefits
both farmer and consumer, ensuring fair returns
for farmers and promising the pinnacle of freshness and quality for consumers. While common
practice overseas, CSAs have only recently begun
to gain mainstream acceptance in North America.
Initially considered a system for small scale agriculture, CSAs are now operating that serve 1000+
members. Learn about the fundamentals of CSA
as well as the myriad of variations on the theme,
including CSAs for meat and grain as well as vegetables. The webinar will profile a number of different CSAs and weigh the benefits and risks of
this system, addressing the question: is CSA style
agriculture a viable option for your operation?

Mark Your Calendar – 2013 Annual
General Meeting
The 2013 NLFA Annual General Meeting (AGM)
and workshop time and location has been finalized:
January 23-24, 2013
Hotel Gander
Gander, NL
This year’s theme is ‘Our Industry. Everyone’s
Future.’
Keep an eye on our website, www.nlfa.ca for further details as they become available and registration forms.

A GRI -A DAPT C OUNCIL I NC . U PDATE

Important Notice from Agri-Adapt Council Inc. (AACI)
n April 11, 2012 the Agri-Adapt Council Inc.
(AACI) of Newfoundland and Labrador was
informed by senior managers at Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) that after 2014 there
will be no role for any provincial or territorial council in the delivery of the next generation of adap-

O

tation funding.
What this means is that when the current agreement expires in March of 2014, should the program be renewed, its administration will be consolidated and centralized within Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada.
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Notwithstanding the decision of AAFC, AACI will
continue to administer the current Canadian
Agricultural Adaptation Program (CAAP) until 2014
in the same effective and efficient manner as in it
has the past. Applications are still being
accepted in the current program and funding
decisions will continue to be based on expert
industry knowledge, through an elected board of
directors, representing the entire agriculture, food
and rural value chain.
The Agri-Adapt Council Inc. is a success story.

It has functioned for years as an industry-led,
arms-length delivery agent that has responded
quickly, appropriately, and efficiently to the
regional needs and priorities of the agriculture
and agri-food sector in Newfoundland and
Labrador. AACI is resolved to find other sources
of funding to continue the work of making those
in agriculture in this province more prosperous,
and looks forward to the continued service of our
industry in the remaining administration of the
CAAP program.

The Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program (CAAP) was developed as the successor to the Advancing
Canadian Agriculture and Agri-Food (ACAAF) Program, whose mandate expired March 31, 2009.
The CAAP program continues the innovative industry-led approach employed under the ACAAF program
with projects delivered at both the national and the regional level.
In Newfoundland and Labrador CAAP is delivered by the Agri-Adapt Council Inc. (AACI).

FARM S AFETY F ILE

Symbols for Safety
here are dozens of hazard and safety symbols that you may encounter around your farm. Below
are some pictograms that may appear on heavy machinery or in your work area. Each one is
industry-recognized internationally; remembering what they mean may help you prevent an accident or injury.

T

PRESSURIZED FLUID

MULTIPLE FLYING OBJECTS
— FACE

MAINTAIN PROPER
TIRE PRESSURE

To learn more, visit the Association of Equipment Manufacturers website at www.aem.org and visit
the ‘Pictorials’ section.
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FARM S AFETY F ILE
CASA Conference 2012
he Canadian Agricultural Safety Association
(CASA) held its annual conference in St. John’s
this year. CASA did a great job of showcasing our
sights, heritage and hospitality with a tour, historic
pub walk and a Kitchen Party at Lester’s
Farm Chalet.
The conference kicked off with the
unveiling of the National Farm Safety
Strategy , which is now available online
as well. Development of the document
focused on industry consultations with
stakeholders from across the agricultural industry,
including farm safety organizations, governments,
producer groups, farm workers, farmers, agribusiness, and commodity groups.
The conference also featured presentations on
trends in agricultural safety, covering everything

T

from autonomous agricultural equipment to nanotechnology.
For a broader perspective on farm safety, CASA
brought in an expert from Teagasc, the organization responsible for research and development, training and advisory services in
the agri-food sector in Ireland. John
McNamara, National Health and Safety
Officer with Teagasc, provided presentations on various agriculture safety solutions being used in Ireland. Much of this
was focused on getting farmers to attend the sessions they were providing. One method used is a
successful tax incentive program for farmers to
complete safety training.
Next year’s conference will be held in Quebec
City, October 9-11, 2013.

N EW & E XCITING
Riverbend Dairy Wins
Milk Quality Award
Jeff and Connie Peddle of Riverbend Dairy were
honoured at this year’s Dairy Farmers of
Newfoundland and Labrador (DFNL) Annual
General Meeting (AGM), held this November in
Corner Brook. They took home the first place honours in the Daphne Taylor Milk Quality Award of
Excellence.
Making the win all the more impressive, the
Peddles are recent entrants to the dairy industry,
having only begun dairy production about a year
ago after operating a vegetable farm prior to their
entry to the dairy industry.
The award is based on equipment maintenance,
milk cleanliness, appearance and health of the cow
herd, barns and general landscaping. All dairy producers are eligible, and winners are determined
through a points system for specific criteria.
The award is named in honour of the late
Daphne Taylor, a dairy producer and devoted volunteer from the Western Newfoundland who
passed away in 1996.
Previous winners Jeff and Olive Greening of
Sunrise Dairy in Musgravetown, and Cliff and Pam
Pelley of Harcourt Farm tied for second place,

Riverbend Dairy is presented the Daphne
Taylor Award at the Dairy Farmers of NL
AGM. (L-R): Connie and Jeff Peddle, and
Keith Deering, Assistant Deputy Minister,
Forestry and Agrifoods Agency.
showing a continuing commitment to excellence.
The third place award at this year’s AGM went to
Headline Holsteins of Deer Lake.
The Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of
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Agriculture would like to congratulate Riverbend
Dairy, as well as all the runners-up on their success.

AgriVantage Membership Better than
Ever with New Partner Line-X
The AgriVantage membership program has
entered its sixth year and is better than ever! In
addition to all the great services offered by the
Federation of Agriculture, members also receive
benefits through offers from partner businesses.
This year, we are very pleased to announce the
addition of Line-X protective coatings, in addition
to the previously announced return of Irving Oil to
the program.
Line-X coatings are a natural fit around the farm,
as these non-slip surfaces that are approved by
Canada Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) for food
contact and 100% Volatile organic compound
(VOC) free.
Outside of fuel savings, we also have many other
returning offers for our members. This includes;
equipment offers through Kubota; airfare discounts through Travelcuts; building supply offers
from Kent; great car rental rates through Avis and
National; clothing and gear discounts at Marks
through Imagewear; great farm insurance rates
through Cal Legrow; reduced hotel rates through
Steele within NL and Choice for hotels outside the
province; and great leasing rates through National
Leasing.
With all the great benefits highlighted above, it
is easy to see why members have expressed high
satisfaction levels (in excess of 80%) consistently
on our satisfaction surveys.
Our members see a lot of benefit beyond the
great discounts. NLFA is the voice of the industry
and represents your interests. We are committed
to delivering beneficial programs for the industry,
such as the Canadian Agriculture Adaptation
Program (CAAP) and the Advance Payments
Program (APP).
With our Annual General Meeting coming up in
January, this is a great time to sign up for membership if you have not done so already. We will be
offering our members a lower rate on registration,
and members are able to vote and hold office with
the Federation.
Maximize your savings with the AgriVantage program by becoming a member today. Join the satisfied members already enjoying the benefits of
the program and in the process build a strong unit-
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ed voice for the agriculture industry in this
province.
If you require further program details, please
visit our website, www.nlfa.ca and click on the
‘Becoming a Member’ link. If you have any questions, please contact Matthew Carlson at (709)
747-4830 or mcarlson@nlfa.ca.

Mary Lester Inducted into Atlantic
Agricultural Hall of Fame
Mary Lester was inducted into the Atlantic
Agricultural Hall of Fame this October at a ceremony at the Nova Scotia Agricultural College in
Truro, Nova Scotia. The Atlantic Agricultural Hall of
Fame was established in 1968 and honours members of the agricultural community for outstanding
contributions to the industry, community and farm
organizations.
As described by her customers, her friends, and
her colleagues, Mary Lester is someone who
always makes time for others. This tremendous
quality serves her well in her roles as producer and
volunteer, and cultivates a deep connection with
her customers and the youth of Newfoundland.
Mary was born into farming life in 1952 in the
Newfoundland community of Kilbride. As the oldest of nine children, Mary learned the value of
working hard. While she loved this way of life, her
path changed when she became a nurse. But agriculture was in Mary’s blood, and upon marrying
John Lester in 1972, the couple moved to Prince
Edward Island and worked their own farm. Like
many Newfoundlanders, Mary felt drawn home,
and moved to the St. John’s area in 1983 where
she created a home with her husband and four
children. The couple began producing vegetables
for the retail market, but Mary was not satisfied
with this lifestyle.
In 1992, she re-invented herself once more and
began selling their fresh farm produce at a roadside stand. Their Brookfield Road stand generated
keen interest in the community to such a degree
that Mary launched Lester’s Farm Market in 1994.
This market provides the St. John’s and Mount
Pearl communities with not only produce, but the
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opportunity to connect with this ambitious and
kind woman. In the years since its inception, the
market itself has grown incredibly in both size and
the variety of products offered.
In addition to offering produce, Mary imparts
knowledge of agriculture, a cheerful smile, and
valuable advice. Mary is known for her kindness to
children and her respect for older generations. Her
commitment to agriculture shines through during
school tours and her interactions with her customers. Besides her commitment to Lester’s Farm
Market, Mary is dedicated to a variety of agricultural organizations. She has served on the
Executive of the Provincial Farm Women
Organization, having been a member for 25 years.
During this time, she has organized conferences,
Farm Field Days, and travel exchanges, all while
promoting agriculture throughout Newfoundland
and
Labrador.
Her
commitment
to
the
Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of
Agriculture has seen her sit as Executive member,
Director of Horticulture, and serve on the
Agriculture Awareness Committee.
Newfoundland youth have benefited immensely
from Mary’s extensive involvement in the 4-H program. As a leader, judge, fundraiser, and Executive
Council member Mary’s considerable commitment
to 4-H has enabled hundreds of youth to learn by
doing. Mary has served as an Organizational
Leader in the 4-H Challenging Pioneers Club since
1984, dedicating 27 years of her life to engaging
and empowering youth. Because of Mary’s belief in
the importance of agriculture and educating our
young people, 4-H participants have attended
camps, international exchanges, leadership conferences, and competitions. As part of the
Provincial 4-H Council she has helped establish
new clubs and developed policies to advance the
agricultural mandates of the organization.
Of the many adjectives used to describe Mary,

14

w w w. n l f a . c a

Mary and John Lester at the induction
ceremony.

she can be most proud of these: Generous, daring
and ambitious, kind, amazing, knowledgeable. Her
dedication to the farming community has made
her a well-respected producer and elevated the
reputation of Lester’s Farm Market.
Nominated by the Sheep Producers Association
of Newfoundland and Labrador for her dedication
to her customers and the youth of Newfoundland,
Mary Lester is certainly a most deserving inductee
into the Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame.

A GRICULTURAL H ISTORY

What Were Farmers Concerned with in 1916?
Here are some suggestions which Agricultural
Societies throughout Newfoundland submitted to
the Agricultural Board in St John’s.
Harbour Main:
“We would suggest the introduction of farm
implements, potato diggers, cultivators, and
light mowing machines, in order to supplant the
old practice of manual labour.”
Port Blandford took the above suggestion
even further:
“...in order to improve and encourage agriculture, it is absolutely necessary to use hand cultivators, garden work is done principally by
women; by using these implements it would
greatly reduce the taxation on their strength,
and in the meantime, have a tendency to
increase their enthusiasm for farming.”
Codroy:
“If the Government could be induced to bridge
Grand River, it would solve our greatest difficulty, which is in shipping produce.”
Crabbes:
Sheep: “Too many were lost to dogs and the
general opinion is that dogs should be
destroyed.”
Kelligrews:
“Scrub bulls should be prevented from running
at large.”
Port Blandford:
“...if arrangements could be made with Reid
Newfoundland Co [the railway] to pay for cattle
killed by their trains, cattle raising would
increase rapidly.”
Brigus:
“The placing of good rams among breeds of
sheep is a good plan and has produced good
results; this should be continued... It is next to
impossible to secure a good breed of cow or calf
of good breed without extremely high prices

being paid, beyond the reach of our people.”
St John’s:
“The Board to supply a Lime Stone Pulverizing
machine.”
Lewisporte:
“The consensus of opinion is that a bonus for
clearing land would have a greater impetus to
Agriculture than the present policy.”
St Alban’s:
“Of course, farming implements, scientific methods, hard and plodding toil, coupled with intelligence, are the only means of improving
Agriculture.”
Transport: In a Newfoundland before the TCH,
but with the railway and the coastal boats, where
did farmers transport their produce for sale?
Port Blandford sent potatoes by rail to Grand
Falls, Millertown and St John’s. Musgrave
Harbour sold to Fogo. Arnold’s Cove sold to
Burin and Burgeo. Heart’s Content supplied
potatoes and other vegetables to the steamers
which were engaged in bringing pulp, paper and
lumber from Botwood. Port Rexton reported:
“The Labrador Fishing Fleet takes a supply for
the consumption of their crews during the fishing voyage. So that there is always a good
demand for potatoes in the spring.” Little Bay
raised 2000 barrels of potatoes of which half
was sold to Baie Verte Mine and the Lumber
Camps.” Robinsons sent their produce to the
Bay of Islands, Channel, Sandy Point and Grand
Falls. For Riverhead, St John’s was the best
market for potatoes.
The Agricultural History Society of Newfoundland
and Labrador’s mandate is to raise awareness of
the long history of agriculture in this province. We
would welcome your photos, your stories, old
receipts and farm records (original or digital copy)
for us to deposit in Memorial University Archive
and Special Collections. Contact: Kevin Aucoin
aucoin89@nl.rogers.com
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