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WWhhoo IS  ON THE FARM
Harry and Robin Tobin are movers and shakers! In fact their

guiding principles and drive to perfection are captured in the farm's mission
statement:

"At Windy Meadows we produce the best tasting beef on the island.  Our quality
Angus steer are finished with grain and dry aged for tender, delicious beef every
time. Windy Meadows beef has no growth hormones, antibiotics, medicated feeds
or extra preservatives, just good healthy beef."

Windy Meadows Farm Market opened for business in August 2005 after the Tobin's
saw an opportunity to diversify their farm from a dairy operation into feed lots for
finishing delicious dry aged Angus beef and lamb. Since the establishment of Windy
Meadows Farm Market and the production facility and abattoir their cattle
production for 2006 has grown to 75 steers, with projections of growth anticipated
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Who IS ON THE FARM
upwards of 200 steer. Not satisfied with
the current operation, the Tobin's
identified another business opportunity
and expanded into fresh locally grown
lamb.

With direction from the Department
of Natural Resources they purchased
some Romanov breeding lamb stock
which enabled their operation to breed
out of season.  Recognizing a business
opportunity in the local market, this
business decision has enabled Windy
Meadows to supply their market and
local restaurants with fresh lamb all
year long.  Currently the market is
selling about 1.5 per week with growth
projections anticipated at over 5
animals a week.  

Never satisfied with the status quo,
Robin and Harry have grown their
enterprise to include; 40 acres of
forage, 25 acres of corn silage, 9 acres
of vegetables and 5 acres of sweet
corn.  In conjunction with these
products Windy Meadows abattoir and
production facility, also offers their
customers with outstanding meat
products including; sausage, burgers,
smoked meats, fresh cuts, pre-cooked
meals, pet food as well as a wholesale
line.

To further develop a new and
diversified consumer base, Windy
Meadows has also created an agri-
tourism park with a petting farm, corn
maze, tractor tours, round bale park,
U-Pick sweet corn, pumpkins and
strawberries  to attract and maintain
their loyal customer base. 

The Newfoundland and Labrador
Federation of Agriculture is pleased to
profile Windy Meadows Farm Market
and to recognize the hard work and
dedication of Harry and Robin Tobin
towards the advancement of agricul-
ture in our province. 

For further information about
Windy Meadows Farm market
please contact them at 368-9116 or
windymeadows@nl.rogers.com 

Never satisfied with the status

quo, Robin and Harry have grown

their enterprise to include; 40

acres of forage, 25 acres of corn

silage, 9 acres of vegetables and 5

acres of sweet corn.  
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2006 is now behind us and
many are wondering what

it will take to make us happy
and prosperous in 2007.  If you
are a farmer in Newfoundland
and Labrador the list is
perhaps a bit too lengthy for
this newsletter.  Nevertheless,
we live in hope and look to

the tools that make our
enterprises viable for our family and for the province as
a whole.  The question I would ask farmers at the
beginning of 2007 is "what do you see as being the most
pivotal issue that will impact on your farming operation
in the coming year?"   

Looking back at our accomplishments we have to be
pleased that farmers in this province have lead the
country in agriculture growth, not only for 2006 but for
a number of years consecutively.  There is little doubt
in my mind that this growth can be attributed to the
vision, ingenuity and plain hard work of farmers.  Along
the way though, we have to credit those that have
assisted the agriculture industry in realizing its
potential

In looking at government and how its programming
influenced the development of agriculture in this
province, agencies like the Atlantic Canada
Opportunity Agencies, Services Canada, National
Research Council and departments like Innovation
Trade and Rural Development and the Department of
Natural Resources cannot be underestimated.  All have
a major role to play and all have played a significant
role in helping this province lead the country in
agriculture growth in the last few years.  It is within
this context that I see the pivotal issue for farmers and
the farming industry in 2007.  Of course the Agriculture
Policy Framework (APF) or next generation APF
represents the very front end of this critical juncture.

The current 5-year APF agreement was
implemented in 2003 and isdue to expire in the spring
of 2008.  While some might argue it was short on funds
and missing a few strategic gaps such as animal
welfare, it has influenced the agriculture landscape
since its implementation like no other program of its
kind.  It has given the industry a strategic direction in

the changing dynamics of a global marketplace.  It
provided a venue to address sensitivities of public
good such as food safety and environmental
sustainability.  Critical issues of business risk
management and human resource concerns have also
formed the basis of its strategic pillars. For
Newfoundland and Labrador, program flexibility has
provided a strategic growth component where funds
could be used as essential leverage for industry
development.  

As most of us were busy closing out 2006 and
preparing for 2007, Agriculture and Agrifoods Canada
(AAFC) along with its provincial and territorial
counterparts were aggressively rolling out the makings
of the next generation of APF.  The first round of
consultations, designed to set the stage for a new APF,
has all but concluded.  This round was somewhat
targeted but all-encompassing of the various
stakeholders in the agriculture value chain.

The second round of consultations will involve a
much broader stakeholder group and in my mind, will
represent the most important stage of development in
the next generation of APF.  It is at this stage that
farmers are urged to rise to the challenge of
influencing the shape of the next APF agreement.
While farmer organizations will do its best to represent
the views of agriculture, it is imperative that all
farmers attend meetings, offered by AAFC and the
province, to express their own opinions on the make-up
of the next APF.

The liabilities related to the demands of public good
on the farming industry have never been greater.  With
APF funds committed in its first three years of
implementation and the goals of food safety and
environmental safeguards only partially achieved, one
can see the essential role of a new APF in the coming
months and years.  Furthermore, the potential for
agriculture growth and important job opportunity in
rural areas is second to no other resource sector in this
province.  The importance of APF leverage and
leadership against the backdrop. All these forces
certainly gives APF the burden of responsibility and a
pivotal role in achieving what is essential for farmers,
the agriculture industry and the public in general in
2007.
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Newfoundland and Labrador producers planning

on making environmentally friendly changes to

their farms now have the backing of the federal and

provincial governments, thanks to two environment

programs with $1.25 million in financial assistance.

The two programs are Greencover Canada and the

Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Water Supply

Expansion Program, both of which end on March

31, 2008. 

Greencover Canada, which is making $500,000

available to help implement beneficial management

practices (BMPs) that protect land and water

resources, is administered and delivered by the

provincial Department of Natural Resources.

Farmers who qualify under this program will

receive federal assistance based on a 50:50 cost-

share arrangement for planning, material and

establishment costs. Funded projects must incorpo-

rate one or more of a set list of BMPs, including

riparian area management, erosion control struc-

tures, shelterbelt establishment and consultative

services for riparian health assessment. Applicants

can view the entire list on the program website.

The federal-provincial National Water Supply

Expansion Program is providing $750,000 in assis-

tance to help the agriculture community develop

and enhance agricultural water supplies.  Producers

can apply for technical and financial help for three

types of projects:

Tier One - On-farm Infrastructure projects that pro-

vide secure, safe and reliable water supplies for

agricultural producers, such as water wells, off-

stream storage, etc.

Tier Two - Multi-user Infrastructure projects that

supply water to multiple users and provide a long-

term water source, such as regional irrigation infra-

structure.

Tier Three - Strategic Work projects that expand

the knowledge base of the resource (e.g. regional

ground-water/surface water studies, groundwater

exploration and drilling, feasibility studies and

information extension activities), including support

for agricultural water management related organi-

zations and activities. 

Projects must have an agricultural water supply compo-

nent in order to be deemed eligible. Eligible applicants

include individual and/or incorporated groups of farmers,

conservation groups, rural communities and municipalities,

agri-businesses and rural enterprises and educational insti-

tutions. Non-agricultural applicants must include agricultur-

al partners in the project.

Program information and application forms for both pro-

grams are available from the Newfoundland and Labrador

Department of Natural Resources at 709-637-2081 or

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada at (709) 772-4063 or visit

the following web sites:

Greencover Canada:   www.agr.gc.ca/greencover-verdir

Canada-N.L. National Water Supply Expansion Program:

www.agr.gc.ca/h2o/
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NNeeww  PPrrooggrraammss  HHeellpp  FFaarrmmeerrss
PPrrootteecctt  tthhee  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt

FEATURE
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It was an exciting and busy 2006 for the Newfoundland
and Labrador Young Farmers' Forum (NLYFF).  This past

February four young farmers from Newfoundland and
Labrador attended the Annual General Meeting (AGM) and
Conference of the Canadian Young Farmers' Forum (CYFF)
in Ottawa.  Darryl Legge, a chicken farmer from Holyroad
commented that "the opportunity to network with other
young farmers from across Canada and meet with feder-
al government officials is an important component in the
continued development of the future farm leaders of
tomorrow." 

In June six young farmers attended Agricultural
Fieldays in Hamilton, New Zealand.  This four-day event
is known as the biggest agricultural trade show and con-
ference in the southern hemisphere with approximately
120,000 people in attendance annually.  During the trip,
the NLYFF had the exciting opportunity of meeting with
the New Zealand Young Farmers (NZYF) to discuss com-
mon themes, success stories, issues and challenges.  "The
opportunity to attend Agricultural Fieldays and network
with members of NZYF was a very rewarding and memo-
rable experience," noted Chan Wiseman, President of the
NLYFF.  

The month of July was extremely busy for the NLYFF
as they prepared to host the first CYFF Summer
Conference in St. John's.  The event was held in paral-
lel with the Canadian Federation of Agriculture Semi-
annual meeting, which was also held in St. John's.  Ian
Richardson, a dairy farmer from Cormack and Atlantic
Representative on the CYFF Board of Directors, said "the
event saw young farmers from across Canada participate
in an exciting three days of meetings, farm tours, boat
excursions and networking."

Going forward in 2007 the NLYFF plans to build on its
success with more exciting activities and events.  With
the recent AGM and Open Forum under their belt, the
NLYFF will continue to recruit members, develop more
partnerships, and participate in the political process
with industry and government.

Exciting Year for Young Farmers!
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Outdoor Tomatoes on the Avalon Peninsula

AGRICULTURAL MEMBER PROFILE
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This was our second year growing tomatoes out-
doors successfully on our farm in Portugal Cove.

Latah is a short-season variety from a small seed
company in New Brunswick. It is a low bush toma-
to, larger than cherry tomatoes but smaller than a
medium tomato. The flavour and texture is good.
Latahs don’t need pruning. This year we used
ground cover so they were completely maintenance
free. We started the plants in the greenhouse, put
them outdoors at the end of June and had our first
tomatoes by the end of July. This was a week
before any of the dozen varieties that had been
pampered, pruned and heat protected in the green-
house showed any signs of mildly ripe tomatoes.  

Before we met Greg Wingate, Owner of Mapple
Farms, a small seed company in New Brunswick, we
had given up trying to grow tomatoes outdoors.
Greg claims Latahs are the “World’s Earliest
Tomatoes.” We can’t vouch for that, but we can
vouch for our own experience on the Avalon
Peninsula. Over the twenty years that we have
been developing our small vegetable farm, we have
used many of the seeds available from seed compa-
nies in North America, who claimed short season
variety. Year after year, we have watched over each
patch of tomatoes, waiting for them to show signs
of ripening. In the good years, it was late
September before we got any outdoor tomatoes.
Year after year, we gave away more green tomatoes
than we had sold, made green tomatoe pickles and
mince meats until we were dreaming about green
tomatoes and watched the rest split, rot and head
for the compost. We tried plastic tunnels, cold
frames and what we called tomato cages, which
were large boxes with 4 by 8 ft. sides covered with
plastic and removable plastic covered lids. Finally,
we decided the yield was not worth the trouble.
This was before we met Greg, a soft spoken, unas-
suming man who led a seed workshop at an
Atlantic-Canada Organic Networking Conference
held in P.E.I. in 2005. 

Greg was dressed in a plaid shirt and jeans,
standing behind a table covered with seed cata-
logues and seeds to share. This was in contrast to

other presenters at the conference, who were
armed with power points, overheads, hand outs
and fancy slides. He explained how he works with
the seeds to fine tune the varieties for Atlantic
farmers who have shorter growing seasons. In the
case of Latahs, he started with the earliest variety
he could find and saved the seeds from the toma-
toes which ripen first. He used only these seeds
the next season and repeated the same procedures
year after year. He went on to talk about a late
season tomato, called Winter Keepers as well as
how to save other types of seeds, such as carrots,
lettuce, etc. 

We brought home Latahs to try and we were
very impressed with the results. We were so con-
vinced that Latahs will be productive for farmers
and gardeners on the Avalon that we packed the
seeds in small packages and sold both the seeds
and plants at our Farm Store. We asked people
who bought plants to let us know how things
turned out. Every person who got back to us was
pleased with this outdoor tomato. I ran into a man
at Canadian Tire, who recognized me from the
Organic Farm Garden Store. He asked if we would
have Latah plants this year and he explained, “It
is so easy to take care of, I am going to dig up a
place in my mother’s back garden, beside the
rhubarb, put down the ground cover and put in
Latahs. She had a garden all of her life and had to
give it up a few years ago. She will be so happy to
have tomatoes growing in her back garden.” He
went on to say that his mother recently celebrat-
ed her eighty first birthday. 

We will sell both Latah plants and seed packages
this season. 

Contact Information: Phone: (709) 895-288. 
E-mail: organicfarm@nl.rogers.net

Website: www.The OrganicFarm.net
For bulk seed orders and other seeds developed by

Mapple Farm, contact: 
Mapple Farm: 29 Beech Hill Rd.

Weldon, New Brunswick E4H 4N5.
Phone: (506) 734-3361

E-mail: wingate@nb.net.nb.ca
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TThhee  AAddvvaanncciinngg

CCaannaaddiiaann  AAggrriiccuullttuurree

aanndd  AAggrrii-FFoooodd

((AACCAAAAFF))  PPrrooggrraamm  wwaass

ddeevveellooppeedd  aass  tthhee

ssuucccceessssoorr  ttoo  tthhee

CCaannaaddiiaann  AAddaappttaattiioonn

aanndd  RRuurraall

DDeevveellooppmmeenntt

((CCAARRDD  IIII))  FFuunndd,,  wwhhoossee

mmaannddaattee  eexxppiirreedd

MMaarrcchh  3311,,  22000044..

TThhee  AACCAAAAFF  PPrrooggrraamm

ccoonnttiinnuueess  tthhee

iinnnnoovvaattiivvee  iinndduussttrryy-lleedd

aapppprrooaacchh  eemmppllooyyeedd

uunnddeerr  tthhee  CCAARRDD  IIII

pprrooggrraamm,,  wwiitthh  pprroojjeeccttss

ddeelliivveerreedd  aatt  bbootthh  tthhee

nnaattiioonnaall  aanndd  rreeggiioonnaall

lleevveell..

IInn  NNeewwffoouunnddllaanndd  aanndd

LLaabbrraaddoorr  tthhee  AACCAAAAFF

pprrooggrraamm  iiss  ddeelliivveerreedd

bbyy  tthhee  AAggrrii-AAddaapptt

CCoouunncciill  IInncc..  ((AAAACCII))

The strategic objective of the ACAAF
Program is to position Canada's agri-

culture and agri-food sector at the lead-
ing edge to seize new opportunities.  The
program accomplishes this objective
through increased collaboration, work-
ing with the sector and other stakehold-
ers to identify current and emerging
issues and acting to address them, there-
by advancing the sector and contributing
to future agriculture and agri-food poli-
cy directions. ACAAF programming is
designed to complement the Agricultural
Policy Framework and advance progress
toward its goals.

The ACAAF Program is guided by the
following objectives: 

· Expand the sector's capacity to
respond to current and emerging
issues

· Position the sector to capture
market opportunities

· Actively and continuously engage
the sector to contribute to future
agriculture and agri-food policy
directions

· Integrate sector-led projects tested
and piloted under ACAAF into future
federal, provincial, or territorial
government or industry initiatives

The following are examples of
projects recently approved by NL Agri-
Adapt Council Inc. (AACI): 

Alternative Bedding for Dairy Cows –
This is a Pillar I project that has been
approved by the NL Agri-Adapt Council
Inc. and has been opened up as a
Collective Outcome project meaning
that other provinces have been invited
to make a contribution to the project so

that their Dairy industries can also
benefit from the research results. The
project will compare a new bedding
alternative for Dairy cows, Prosanex, to
the use of sawdust that is currently
being used. Prosanex bedding is a
mixture of calcium sulfate hemi-
hydrate, aluminum sulfate and sodium
dichloroisocyanurate 2-hydrate. This
alternative has antibacterial and drying
agents in it and therefore should not
provide a growing medium for bacteria.
It is hoped that Prosanex will be a more
beneficial bedding alternative than the
sawdust by decreasing the incidents of
Mastitis amongst Dairy cows. The
Department of Natural Resources has
agreed to do sample testing over the one
year life span of this project to test for
lower somatic cell counts and also a
decline in mastitis in the overall herd. 

Prevention of Necrotic Enteritis in
Broiler Chickens – This is a Pillar I
Collective Outcome project led by British
Columbia. Neova Technologies Ltd. a
privately held corporation in BC and the
proponent for this project produces
Lysozyme from eggs. This project will
test the feasibility of using lysozyme on a
commercial scale to prevent and treat
Necrotic Enteritis. Newfoundland and
Labrador poultry industry is very
interested in learning about any
alternatives that would further reduce
the use of antibiotics to prevent and
control disease in broiler chickens.
Therefore, the NL Agri-Adapt Council
agreed to support this project by
contributing the requested amount of
$1,071.00 and in turn will have access to

Advancing Canadian Agriculture
and Agri-Food (ACAAF) Program 

AGRI-ADAPT COUNCIL UPDATE
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the research results that will then be shared with the
poultry industry in this province. 

Atlantic Poultry Conference 2007 – This is a Pillar III
project being led by Nova Scotia with a goal of organizing
an industry forum for information exchange amongst
Poultry stakeholders in the Atlantic Provinces. This goal
will be reached by having a number of guest speakers
address hot topics for the industry at the proposed
conference. The conference will provide opportunities
for attendees to meet and network with other producers
and stakeholders in the poultry industry and a trade show
will be organized to provide an opportunity for businesses
to exhibit products and services to stimulate increased
knowledge for improving efficiencies on-farm and in-
plant in order to keep the Atlantic poultry industry
competitive. NL Agri-Adapt Council contributed
$3,000.00 to this project and is willing to support an
application for producers from this province to attend
the conference. 

Implementation of Management Strategies by
Veterinary Practitioners and Dairy Producers to
Prevent the Spread of Johnes Disease in Dairy Herds –
This is a Collective Outcome project being lead by Prince
Edward Island with hopes to expand the awareness and
knowledge of veterinary practitioners and dairy producers
of the potential risk and financial impact of Johnes
Disease (JD), inform farmers of the available testing
options, and the best management practices for
controlling and preventing JD infection within Atlantic
Canada. The proponent for this project is the PEI Branch
of Holstein Canada. The NL Agri-Adapt Council has
approved this funding so that veterinary practitioners and
dairy producers in this province can partner with the
other Atlantic Provinces and learn more about the disease
so a more proactive approach can be taken to reduce the
impact of Johne's Disease. NL Agri-Adapt Council
contributed $12,100.00 to this project. 

Investigation of the Utilization of Whey in Dairy
Cattle Diets – This is a Pillar III project funded by the NL
Agri-Adapt Council to investigate the economic benefits
and the health benefits of using whey in the cattle diet.
Whey is a by- product of cheese manufacturing and the
proponent of the project expects that cheese
manufacturing will begin in Newfoundland in 2007. This

project will help four dairy farmers from this province
gather information to become more familiar with
infrastructure required, feeding programs and the
practical on-farm use of whey products. Other project
partners include a representative from Dept. of Natural
Resources, a representative from a local dairy processing
company and a dairy nutritionist from Nova Scotia. 

Testing AMW Blueberry Harvester – This Pillar I
project will assist a local Blueberry Farmer to test the
usefulness of a newly designed blueberry harvester and
measure the effectiveness and economic value of using
the equipment. The project is supported by the Blueberry
Industry Co-operative and the Department of Natural
Resources. The NL Agri-Adapt Council supported this
project because it could potentially address an emerging
labour market issue. Every year Blueberry farmers in this
province and other provinces struggle to get workers to
harvest their crop and that trend seems to get worst each
year. In addition, farmers are faced with the rising costs
of labour making it imperative that they find alternative
options for harvesting. Results of this project will be
shared with other industry stakeholders. 

Vegetable Industry Development Strategy for NL –
The Newfoundland and Labrador Vegetable Industry
Adjustment Service Committee (IASC) is tasked with a
mandate to develop a comprehensive and focused
Vegetable Industry Development Strategy for the
province.  The origin of this process emanated from the
steady decline of the industry and recommendations
referenced in a report prepared by Jim Winter from the
NL Federation of Cooperatives, titled Towards a New
Future: Renewing the Vegetable Growing Sector. The NL
Agri-Adapt Council supported this project under Pillar I by
making a contribution to the IASC for the development of
the comprehensive Vegetable Industry Development
Strategy. 
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NL Heritage Sheep at the Colony of Avalon 

Next spring NL heritage Sheep will be displayed at the Colony of Avalon in
Ferryland.  Sheep Producers Association of Newfoundland and Labrador (SPANL)

has partnered with the Colony of Avalon to put the NL heritage sheep on display for
the tourist season as a pilot project.  It will raise the awareness of the NL heritage
sheep and simultaneously increase the interest in the Colony of Avalon.  The site will
attempt to replicate the manner which sheep were kept in the 16th century.  The
Colony of Avalon is a heritage site of international significance, in the early 1500s,
Portuguese, French and English mariners first dared to exploit the rich cod fishery of

the New World along the shore of the Avalon Peninsula.  Archaeology has uncovered early fishing stations and the
encampments of native Beothuk visitors.  What is particularly interesting is that sheep bones have been unearthed
at the site and the Colony staff are currently exploring opportunities to have
DNA research done on them.  The results of the DNA test may be useful in
determining the breed types that were originally brought to NL.  The St.
Jacques breed, Exploits Island breed and Burgoynes breed have all been iden-
tified through DNA analysis as being distinct; the breeds of sheep are named
after the area of the province that they have originated.  SPANL encourages
you to visit the Colony of Avalon this coming summer to learn more about the
heritage breeds of sheep and the history of NL.  Information on the colony of
Avalon can be found at www.heritage.nf.ca/avalon.

COMMODITY UPDATE

The Vegetable Branding Project got rolling this year
with six producers planting and harvesting 160

acres of potatoes over and above last year's harvest.
This led to an extra 2 million pounds of potatoes avail-
able to the local market.  This years production is
being sold by each farm individually under their own
farm names, but next year potatoes from participat-
ing producers will be sold under a common brand
name, bag design and logo.  All producers are active-
ly participating in an On Farm Food Safety Program,
and have Environmental Farm Plans in place.

Both Sobeys and Dominion have agreed to carry the
newly branded Newfoundland potatoes, and negotia-
tions are continuing with other retailers.  If you would
like more information or would like to get involved in
this project, contact:

Glenn Smith
NL FARMS (NL Horticulture Producers Council)

email: glennsmith@nlfarms.ca
phone 747-7783

BRANDING PILOT
PROJECT WELL UNDER
WAY

Colony of Avalon in Ferryland

St. Jacques ewe & lamb



Frank Pye is an ordained United Church Minister who was engaged as an Adult Education Administrator with the Labrador College for ten years
prior to his "retirement into farming" in 1996.  He and his wife Carole Joyce operate Grand River Farm at Happy Valley-Goose Bay. He repre-
sents the Lake Melville Agricultural Association on the Board of the Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture.
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LABRADOR REPORT

Labrador Agriculture... a Growing Infant

Farming has never been a predominant feature of the Big Land. Fishing, Trapping, the Military
Presence at Goose Bay, the Mines of Labrador West, and the Churchill Falls Hydro Development

make the scenes, which portray Labrador and its residents, past and present.  But
in the corner of the large picture, almost out of sight, can be perceived recur-

ring scenes of agricultural endeavour. The gardens of the Moravian
Missionaries in the Northern communities, the farm of Donald Gordon, who
became Lord Strathcona of the golden spike, in North West River, the sub-

sistence gardens of the Grenfell Mission and the settler fisherfolk of southern
Labrador, all testify to some awesomely determined individuals who went
contrary to nature and tradition to produce crops in Labrador. 

In the more agriculturally favored Upper Lake Melville area an infant agri-
cultural industry began to emerge in the 1970’s. These operations were car-
ried out by "part timers" until the late 1990's when we saw the establishment

of Jim Shouse's Labrador Fur Farm, and Lem Seaward's Day Break hennery as full time farms. Supporting the personal
efforts of a half dozen "part timers", the Central Labrador Economic Development Board undertook two important actions
to assist agriculture in the Zone.  In 1998, the Board sponsored a study of the agricultural market potential in Central
Labrador. The Noseworthy Report put on paper and established with some precision what the fledgling farmers knew by
experience, that there was an extremely large, unfilled, market for local produce. After its publication the officials in
the South of the Province could no longer ignore this reality, nor in the face of increasing production and variety of crops
continue their attitude that "hay can't grow in Labrador".

In 1999 the Development Board assisted the local agricultural society to become an incorporated organization, the
Lake Melville Agricultural Association.  The Association began a planning process which led to the publication in early
2001 of "A Long Range Plan For Food and Feed Sufficiency in the Central Labrador Zone". The circulation of this Plan by
the Association was the motivation for the Ministers responsible for Agriculture and Labrador Affairs to establish an inter-
nal Steering Committee to formulate a Northern Agrifoods Development Strategy.

Two other important circumstances were occurring at the same time.  Inspired by Federal and Provincial Agrifoods staff
members who had viewed its operation, the Association, assisted by the Development Board, applied for funds from the
Agri-Adapt Council to purchase a Meri-Crusher. This equipment was deemed ideal for clearing land in the Upper Lake
Melville area's rock free, sand based, soil in a manner to retain the vital organic material which was previously lost in
windrows. At about the same time, the "new" understanding of Labrador's agricultural potential inspired and enabled the
Provincial negotiators to establish a $1.5 million Northern Agrifoods Development Initiative in the Federal/Provincial
Agricultural Policy Framework Agreement.

While announcing the release of the completed Northern Agrifoods Development Strategy in June of 2004, the then
new Minister of Natural Resources, Hon. Ed Byrne, was apprised of the repeated failures of the Meri-Crusher because of
the lack of a suitable tractor to operate the equipment. He resolved this problem by making a 160 hp Valtra available
to the Association in time for the 2005 season. During that year, and the past season of 2006, five farmers have utilized
the equipment to clear approximately 60 acres of new farmland. Future "Labrador Reports" will describe the progress of
these operations, but also paint the dark scenes of the "contamination issue" in the immediate vicinity of 5 Wing Goose
Bay Airforce Base.
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NLFA Annual General Meeting and Seminar
March 7th and 8th , 2007
Hotel Gander, Gander, NL

"Adding Value to Agriculture"
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) and seminar will be held on March 7 and 8, 2007 at Hotel Gander in Gander.
There will be a registration fee of $70/producer or $85/non-producer for the two day event if you register on

or before March 2, 2007 ($85/producer or $100/non-producer after March 2, 2007). The fee includes your
registration for the seminar and AGM, lunch for two days, nutrition breaks and one ticket for the banquet that will
be held on March 7, 2007. Additional banquet tickets can be purchased at a price of $40/producer or $50/non-
producer). To register please fill out the attached form and send it back to our office with your payment on or
before the pre-registration deadline.   

The annual seminar entitled "Adding Value to Agriculture" and the Annual General Meeting will be held at Hotel
Gander.  You should make your reservations directly by calling the Hotel toll free at 1-800-563-2988.  Please
specify the Federation of Agriculture as we have a block of rooms reserved on a first come first serve basis.

Resolutions to be considered at the AGM are requested at your earliest convenience so that they may be
included in participant's registration packages.

This will be an excellent opportunity to network with other farmers, government personnel, guest presenters,
and your Federation representatives.  We look forward to seeing you in Gander!

Each year, the Newfoundland and Labrador
Federation of Agriculture presents a farmer with the
Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame award.  We honour
the individual for their contribution to the agriculture
industry in our province.  Every year in October, a
farmer from each of the four Atlantic Provinces is hon-
oured at a ceremony in Nova Scotia.  Portraits of the
individual nominees and their citations are on public
display in the C.A. Douglas Room of Cumming Hall at
the Nova Scotia Agricultural College in Truro. We
invite you to put forward nominations for this year's
Hall of Fame award that will be decided on in
February and announced at our AGM on March 7 & 8,
2007 at Hotel Gander.

The deadline for nominations is
Friday, February 23, 2007.

Please contact Kimberley Brewer at 
709-747-4874 for further details. 

Atlantic Agricultural

EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS



With a growing agriculture industry, the average age of farmers approaching 60, and competition from other
industries, more emphasis is being place on HR initiatives.  The need for skilled and educated workers is of

tremendous importance with the growth level being experienced in commodity groups like the dairy and fur
industries.  The Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture (NLFA) is addressing HR issues through the
development of training programs to professionalize, recruit and retain workers, and create a sustainable agri-
culture industry.

The NLFA along with the Newfoundland and Labrador Fur Breeders Association (NLFBA) are the proponents of
a Fur Training Program being launched May 2007 through the College of the North Atlantic.  Other training ini-
tiatives are being developed with the support of the NLFA in Horticulture and Landscaping, Dairy, and Blueberry
industries.  With the establishment of the newly formed Canadian Agriculture Human Resource Council (CAHRC)
there is further expectation of more comprehensive training that will have national implications for farmers.  The
NLFA will take advantage of collaborative opportunities with CAHRC to address as many provincial HR issues as
possible in the coming years.

13

HUMAN RESOURCE FILE

Training Initiatives
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AGRI-ADAPT COUNCIL UPDATE

Circumpolar Agricultural Conference 2007 – This is a Pillar III Collective Outcome project led by the Labrador
North Chamber of Commerce. The conference will be held in the fall of 2007 in Happy Valley-Goose Bay and will host
25 or more speakers from throughout the circumpolar region. The conference will address a wide variety of topics
related to Northern agriculture and will continue to build upon the body of knowledge that has been created to date
from similar events, while at the same time promoting Northern  agriculture initiatives. The NL Agri-Adapt Council
contributed $8,834.00 to this project and it is expected that most other provinces and territories in Canada will make
a similar contribution. 

Non-Chemical Methods for Chinch Bug Control – In April of 2006 the NL Agri-Adapt Council approved a three year
multi-province project entitled "Non-Chemical Methods for Chinch Bug Control". This is a Pillar I project with a total
three year value of $382,572.82. In Newfoundland (and through Atlantic Canada), the hairy chinch bug is notorious
for the costly destruction of farm grown turf and existing grass-covered areas, and is also capable of damaging certain
agricultural food and forage crops. This is a research project that will focus on two non-chemical approaches for
managing chinch bugs and will measure the pros and cons of each method. These methods include testing endophyte-
enhanced grass as a method for managing Chinch Bugs and test use of a modified Field Vacuum for managing the
pests. Agri-Futures Nova Scotia and the New Brunswick Agriculture Council are both partners of this Collective
Outcome. ____

Please note that the deadline for submitting project applications for ACAAF funding is the first of every month. For more
information please contact the AACI office at 709-747-4874 or visit us at http://www.nlfa.ca/aaci.htm.

Continued from page 9
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