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President’s Message

As the growing season winds down for the year, we are left won-

dering what is a ‘normal’ season these days? It was a generally

good season for most producers in the province, with plenty of sun-

shine, rain, and warm temperatures.  We had a pretty good season last

year too, even though there was some drought on the west coast early

in the season.  We don’t know what next year will bring, or even if we

should be surprised by any type of weather conditions.  But let’s hope

this year is the new normal.

The great growing season leaves us feeling very optimistic about the

future of agriculture in this province.  And the weather is only a minor

reason for optimism, compared with some of the others.  There have

been lots of positive reports coming out of local media recently.  Our

bee population is basically the healthiest in the world, wheat trials on

the west coast look to be off to a great start, making self-sufficiency in

feed a goal within reach, and people are recognizing more and more

that local food and food security are important issues.

Combine this positive sentiment with the tremendous opportunities

that are out there now for farmers through great programs like Grow-

ing Forward 2 and we can see that the possibilities are near endless.

This industry has great potential and we need to not only remember

that, but also promote it.  

This issue of the AgriView kicks off a new design that really fits

with this view of our industry – it is more of a magazine format, and

really showcases agriculture as an industry that is not only on par with

other industries but is really the most important industry we have.

Food production is something that is needed by everyone and won’t

come and go as so many trends have done.  This new format is about

making agriculture stand out as an industry where things are happen-

ing; and AgriView is its voice in this province.

Companies that sell to farmers are recognizing our industry’s im-

portance more and more as well.  This includes companies offering

discounts to our members, which now includes car and truck pro-

ducer Chrysler Canada.  We are also pleased to welcome GBS Mobility

this year, offering great rates on Telus cellular plans and freebies for

NLFA members who sign up through GBS.  This issue also highlights

what AgriVantage partner Nfld. Kubota is offering to our membership.

The fall harvest season is a great opportunity to promote our in-

dustry to the general public through trade shows, fairs, and expos.  This

includes the Agrifoods and Garden Show, which the Federation is put-

ting together. It will take place at the Jack Byrne Arena in Torbay Oc-

tober 18-20 and features an on-site farmers market, petting farm, grade

five spelling bee, Moonica the milking cow, and more.  The show is the

biggest in the province and is the premier agriculture showcase.  We

will also be at the Deer Lake Show and the Harbour Grace Show. We

hope to see some of you out at these great events.

I want to take this opportunity to wish our members a great harvest

season. I hope the harvest is a productive and safe one.

Eugene Legge
President
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By Matthew Carlson

Who is on the farm?  The answer to that question

varies daily at Lester’s Farm Chalet, located on

Pearltown Road in St. John’s.  Jim and Michelle Lester have

set up their farm as an agritourism-focused endeavour which

hosts weddings, children’s birthday parties, and corporate

events, among others. So on any given day, the clientele vis-

iting their farm can come from many different walks of life

and vary quite a bit in age.

The Chalet was opened in 2010 and serves as the area for

much of the on-farm agritourism activity to occur.  There is

also a petting barn with llamas, pigs, goats, donkeys, ducks,

pheasants, and more.  All of this is surrounded by fields where

most of the food served in the

chalet is grown.  Jim and

Michelle have 75 acres of land,

with a little under 20 acres of

vegetables, 10 acres of pasture,

and 20 acres of forage. They also

raise lambs, goats, and pigs for

livestock production.

Jim comes from a farming

family which has been active for

seven generations. Since he was

old enough he has worked on

the farm.  Michelle, on the other

hand, came from a city family with its roots on a rural farm.

Thus farm life was a greater adjustment for her. She is, how-

ever, very much at home on the farm today.  Both Jim and

Michelle attended university long enough to convince them

that a desk job was not in their future.  They were instead

drawn to the land and wanted to own their own business.

EARLY ENDEAVOURS

Jim and Michelle started off working at his parents’ farm,

now known as Lester’s Farm Market, and worked there until

2003.  When Jim and Michelle branched off on their own they

built a fruit and vegetable processing business in their base-

ment.  They began with two product offerings and eventually

grew it to 110! The business soon expanded into a major

HACCP-certified facility (a systematic approach to prevent

Agritourism in the City
Lester’s Farm Chalet

Who is on the Farm

The grounds at Lester’s Farm Chalet, including the big red petting barn.

‘Farmer Jim’ tending to the
pig roast for a wedding.
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food safety hazards).  Over the course

of five years they built the business

from a $70,000 venture into an

$820,000 enterprise. 

But things were about to change for

Jim and Michelle.  Their primary cus-

tomer, a national grocer, gave a two-week notice that it was

changing direction and would no longer

be buying from their establishment.  They

were unsure of the best path to take.

Open Farm Day took place a few short

days after this news and they decided to

proceed with their participation in the

event.  They drew on the support from

their customers who came to Open Farm

Day and it played a major role in their de-

cision to go into the agritourism sector

and start the Chalet.

THE CHALET OPERATION

Now that the Chalet has been estab-

lished and operational for three years, the

busiest times for Jim and Michelle are

during and leading up to the weekend.

This is when most weddings and socials

occur, along with up to eight children’s’

birthday parties on Saturdays and Sun-

days.  Additionally, the Chalet is open

for breakfast on the weekend, meaning

Jim and Michelle must be up at the crack of dawn.

To keep everything running, Lester’s has a total of 20 people

in its labour pool, mostly part-time. Jim, Michelle, and their kids

– Samantha, John, and Caleb do a lot of the work themselves.

Some of the unique things at Lester’s Chalet include: a veg-

etable U-pick; the piloting of an aquaponics system; and par-

ticipation in a composting study.  The vegetable U-Pick is

organized for Asian families in the area.  About 40 families

participate and pick their own product from the field, includ-

ing things like squash and bok choi.  The aquaponics system

is the first such system in the province.  Aquaponics is a type

of food production system that combines conventional aqua-

culture with hydroponics in a shared environment, where the

two elements provide nutrients and other necessary ingre-

dients for production.  Jim and Michelle plan on pursuing this

technology to a full commercial scale. The composting study

involves the collection of used coffee grounds from Tim Hor-

tons locations in the St. John’s area, and trying

different compost formulations on different

crops to find its best use.  The study is nearly

finished and they consider it a great success.

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND FUTURE PLANS

Michelle keeps herself busy off-farm by

being engaged in several organizations.  She

serves on NLFA’s Executive, is chair of the

Agriculture in the Classroom committee, and

is a director for both the Food Security Net-

work and the Soil Conservation Council of

Canada. In addition to those groups Michelle

is involved with the Newfoundland and

Labrador Organization of Women Entrepre-

neurs (NLOWE) Mastermind Group and has

been nominated for NLOWE’s entrepreneur

of the year award!

The future looks bright at Lester’s Farm

Chalet. Jim and Michelle are considering ex-

panding their livestock production, as they

feel there is unmet demand for local lamb,

goat, and pork.  To help accomplish this, they are looking at

the possibility of an on-site abattoir.  They also plan to expand

the other aspects of their production and to take their

aquaponics system to the next level.  All of this will help pre-

pare the farm to be taken over by the next generation of

Lesters down the road.

The Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agricul-

ture is pleased to profile Lester’s Farm Chalet. We wish Jim

and Michelle Lester continuing success at their unique and

innovative farm.

The Lester family in
front of the farm
chalet.  

Back row (L-R): Jim,
Michelle, John, and
Samantha. Front
row: Caleb.

Who is on the Farm

‘Farmer Jim’ in the field.
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Feature

The AgriVantage membership program is back again for

the 2013-14 year and is bigger and better than ever!

In addition to all the great services offered by the Federation

of Agriculture, members also receive additional benefits

through offers from partner businesses.  This year, we are

very pleased to have a new partner join the already amazing

slate of offerings to our members.

Members can now save at GBS Mobility, the largest Telus

Mobility dealer in NL with five locations in the province.

GBS has developed special rates for NLFA members, with

packages for those with and without smartphones. As a spe-

cial bonus, new activations for NLFA members will receive a

free car charger and screen protector.

The popular Chrysler Canada fleet program is returning

for 2013-14 as well.  In addition to amazing rates on Chrysler,

Dodge, Jeep, and Ram vehicles, for the 2014 model year we

have also been able to extend these offers to the Fiat vehicle

line-up meaning more great deals on new vehicles.

All of these new offers are in addition to the great offers

on travel, farm equipment, heating oil, equipment leasing and

much more that have been a continuing part of the program.

To learn more about our offer through Newfoundland Kub-

ota, please see the profile of the company, also in this issue.

With all the great benefits highlighted above, it is easy to

see why our members consistently rate our program highly,

year after year.

Maximize your savings with the AgriVantage program by be-

coming a member today.  Join the satisfied members already en-

joying the benefits of the program and in the process build a

strong united voice for the agriculture industry in this province.  

If you require further program details, please visit our web-

site, www.nlfa.ca and click on the ‘Membership’ link.  If you

have any questions, please contact Matthew Carlson at (709)

747-4830 or mcarlson@nlfa.ca. 

AgriVantage Membership Program
Returns with New Partner

Some of the vehicles available through NLFA’s fleet pro-
gram from Chrysler Canada. For the 2014 model year,
Fiat vehicles have also been added.

GBS Mobility has locations in St.
John’s (Kelsey Drive), Clarenville,
Gander, Grand Falls ,& Corner
Brook.
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Events & Happenings

When the Smith family heard about the 55th annual

Farm Field Day, they added the research open

house to their vacation schedule.

The Smiths joined a crowd of more than 4,800 people on

Aug. 10 at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Atlantic Cool

Climate Crop Research Centre to see a day-long showcase

of science and agriculture in Newfoundland and Labrador.

“We’re visiting from New Brunswick and this is great,” Lau-

rie Smith said as her husband and four children looked at a

display of insects and talked to researcher Dr. Peggy Dixon.

“It’s especially good for the children.  They are always talk-

ing about the environment and wanting to learn about it and

agriculture is part of that.”

That’s what the centre’s Director of Operations, Sandy

Todd, likes to hear.

“This event is not just about Agriculture and Agri-Food

Canada having an open house, it’s about the agriculture com-

munity coming together to tell the public the story of agri-

culture in Newfoundland and Labrador,” said Todd.

“We want people to know that food is more than the

goods they see in grocery stories.  We want them to know

that people grow that food on the land and we want them

to know about the science that helps them do that.”

The Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agricul-

ture was one of 17 government and industry partners that

worked with the research centre to tell that story during

the open house.

While the federation’s Christa Wright helped children

plant lettuce to take home with them and make ice cream,

4-H members paraded calves in show competitions, people

crowded around hatching chicks and Dairy Farmers of NL

handed out cups of milk.

And as the Farm Women of NL sold chicken dinners, sci-

entists talked about their latest research, wagons took visi-

tors through research plots and Environment Canada

launched weather balloons from its weather station at the

research centre.

It’s that kind of activity that has Colleen Earle of Mount

Pearl marking Farm Field Day on her calendar every year.

“I’ve been coming for five years and I look forward to this,”

said Earle as she moved through the exhibits area with her

six-year-old daughter.  “It’s an interesting way to learn about

an industry we depend on.”

More than 4,800 turn out for
55th Annual Farm Field Day

4H-ers get ready to show their calves at Farm Field Day.

Two-year-old Ashleigh Powell tries out the artificial milk
cow at Farm Field Day.

Allan Kwabiah talks about his corn research with Fred
Starkes of Mount Pearl.
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Events & Happenings

The following are the planned agricultural
events and festivals taking place in the province

this fall 2013:

September

Humber Valley Agriculture Home 
Handicraft Exhibition

September 20-21, 2013
Hodder Memorial Stadium, Deer Lake

Roots, Rants and Roars Festival
September 20-21, 2013

Elliston, Bonavista Peninsula

Labrador Straits Craft and Agriculture Fair
September 21-22, 2013

Labrador Straits Arena, L’Anse au Loup

Port au Port Agricultural Fall Fair
September 28-29, 2013

Our Lady of Mercy Church, Port au Port West

Trinity-Conception Bay Agriculture Fall Fair
September 26-28, 2013

Harbour Grace, Conception Bay North

October

Fogo Island Partridgeberry Festival
October 5-6, 2013

Iceberg Arena, Fogo Island Central

Eastport Agricultural Exhibition
October 10-14, 2013

Beaches Heritage Centre, Eastport

Agrifood and Garden Show
October 18-20, 2013 

Jack Byrne Arena, Torbay

The Potential Of Biochar For
Newfoundland And Labrador Agriculture

NOVEMBER 8 and 9 WORKSHOPS 

ST. JOHN’S –This November, Common Ground Commu-

nity Development Corporation presents two free public

workshops in St. John’s to promote the agricultural use of

biochar, an organic soil amendment which is making waves in-

ternationally for its ability to dramatically improve soil health

and fertility, restore degraded lands, and increase crop yields. 

On Friday, Nov. 8, from 10am to 4pm, Dr. Julie Major, Fac-

ulty Lecturer at McGill University, and former Agricultural

Extension Director of the International Biochar Initiative, will

deliver an in-depth, full day workshop at the Courtyard Mar-

riott on Duckworth Street, entitled “The Potential of Biochar

for Newfoundland and Labrador Agriculture”. The workshop

will include detailed information on the applications and ben-

efits of biochar, scientific findings of current studies and prac-

tical considerations for the use of biochar in the field. The

event will also include a presentation by Dr. Bob Helleur of

Memorial University’s Department of Chemistry on the find-

ings of his recent study of biochar produced from locally

sourced municipal solid wastes, supported by The Harris

Centre and The Multi-Materials Stewardship Board.

On Saturday, Nov. 9, Dr. Hugh McLaughlin, Director of Re-

search at Alterna Biochar, will conduct two workshops at the

North Bank Lodge on Nagles Place in Pippy Park; “An Intro-

duction to Biochar” from 12pm – 1pm, (geared especially to

those who are interested in biochar but who could not at-

tend the full day workshop on Friday), and “Do It Yourself

Biochar” from 1pm-4pm, a hands-on instructional workshop

demonstrating small scale biochar production using inexpen-

sive and readily available materials. 

Biochar is a form of charcoal produced by baking organic

matter, (e.g., wood and agricultural wastes), resulting in a

porous, carbonaceous material which when added to soil, in-

creases microbial activity and water retention while reducing

the need for fertilizers. By boosting yields, reducing the need

for agricultural inputs, and converting waste to a valuable

agricultural product, biochar can have very positive economic

impacts for agricultural operations. 

Biochar also has significant environmental benefits includ-

ing the production of bio-fuel as a by-product, diverting

waste and reducing stress on landfills, reducing fertilizer run-

off into waterways, and reducing emissions of nitrous oxide

and methane, all while permanently sequestering carbon in

soil. According to the International Biochar Initiative, sustain-

ably produced biochar could store 2.2 gigatons of carbon in

soils annually by 2050.

The workshops are especially relevant to Newfoundland

and Labrador farmers and gardeners, given the limited agri-

cultural land available in our province. It will also be of special

interest to horticulturalists, agronomists, nursery and green-

house operators, landscapers, agricultural industry represen-

tatives, researchers, environmental organizations and food

security advocates. 

Seating is limited and pre-registration by Monday, Nov. 4 is

recommended. To register, to obtain a detailed schedule or

directions, or for any other information, please contact Com-

mon Ground Executive Director, Lori Heath at 709-738-

7542, 709-753-3594 or at rootconnection@gmail.com.

More information can also be found on our website at

www.rootconnection.wix.com/common-ground or

at the website of the International Biochar Initiative at

http://www.biochar-international.org.
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Agri-Adapt Council Inc. Update

The following are examples of projects recently approved

by NL Agri-Adapt Council Inc. (AACI) with funding under

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Canadian Agricultural Adap-

tation Program (CAAP).

Ruminant livestock like dairy cows are not very efficient at

using nutrients from feed rations.  Up to half of the major nu-

trients in feed pass through the animal into manure. The extent

to which these nutrients in the manure can be used by crops or

incorporated into the soil generally depends on how the manure

is managed, which can vary from farm to farm. 

On a typical farm, much of the total inventory of nitrogen, a

key crop nutrient, is lost through the evaporation of ammonia

during storage in manure slurry ponds or after the manure is

applied on the soil.

In addition to the environmental issue of the greenhouse gas

being created by this evaporation, pathogens in the manure can

contaminate groundwater.

There is also the odour that some neighbours find offensive.

Glenview Farm is hoping to find solutions to these problems

in a project with the University of Waterloo and Nutrient Ex-

traction Technologies Inc.

The project will determine the technical feasibility of using

filter press technology on dairy manure slurries to filter out the

water and use the recovered solids for composting.  

The project will also look at a combination of physical and

chemical processes to sterilize and stabilize the nutrients in liq-

uid manure to remove much of the smell.

The University of Waterloo and Nutrient Extraction Tech-

nologies Inc. both have extensive expertise and experience in

this area of research.

The proposed nutrient extraction and recovery system rep-

resents the potential to manage animal wastes in an efficient,

environmentally sound, and cost-effective manner.  Odours and

pathogens associated with manure handling systems will be

eliminated, in turn enhancing food safety and on-farm disease

control, as well as protecting groundwater resources.

Funding to carry out this research is provided through Agricul-

ture and Agri-Food Canada’s Canadian Agricultural Adaptation

Program (CAAP). This project has been approved for a contribu-

tion up to $163,600.00 by the Agri-Adapt Council Inc. (AACI).

New Technology To Better Manage Manure In
The Dairy Industry

Symbols for Safety

There are dozens of hazard and safety symbols that you may encounter around your farm.  Below are some pic-

tograms that may appear on heavy machinery or in your work area.  Each one is industry-recognized internationally;

remembering what they mean may help you prevent an accident or injury.

Pressurized fluidLive electrical wire contact Multiple flying objects -

Body/torso

To learn more, visit the Association of Equipment Manufacturers website at www.aem.org and visit the ‘Pictorials’ section.

Farm Safety File

The Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program (CAAP) was developed as the successor to the Advancing
Canadian Agriculture and Agri-Food (ACAAF) Program, whose mandate expired March 31, 2009.

The CAAP program continues the innovative industry-led approach employed under the ACAAF program
with projects delivered at both the national and the regional level.

In Newfoundland and Labrador CAAP is delivered by the Agri-Adapt Council Inc. (AACI).
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By Herb Brown

There is much that could be written about agriculture

in Labrador. Much of what has been written deals

more, perhaps, with the challenges than the opportunities.

Like anywhere else, and especially in this era of global

warming and climate change, the weather is often the most

significant factor and challenge for farmers. While there are

many unknowns for farmers almost anywhere these days,

there is also great risk involved.

In Labrador, I have learned, many opportunities present

themselves for those who are both willing and able to rise

to the challenge of doing agriculture in a reasonably hos-

pitable environment. The reasons that lead me to make such

a bold and perhaps unbelievable statement are several fold.

First of all, Labrador has pretty good weather for growing

many of the cool climate crops. Labrador has longer days and

more spring, summer and fall sunshine than most parts of New-

foundland. True, we have been known to have frost in early July

and late August, but the same can be said for the Island. With

the longer days and the heat units, this affords a longer than

expected growing season, even in this northern clime.

Secondly, we have no rocks!  Here in central Labrador's

sandy loam there is also some peat, and land-clearing is a

breeze by comparison to much of the Island. As well, by

clearing and tilling the land with pieces of equipment such as

a meri crusher, power harrow, and deep plough, we can in-

corporate surface organic materials and grow impressive

crops in the approximately 90 - 100 days of amenable

weather. Given the success of heretofore relatively small-

scale vegetable, meat, poultry and dairy production over the

years in Labrador, I would not be too surprised to someday

learn of entrepreneurial successes in a range of larger agri-

cultural operations in central Labrador.

Thirdly, we have a small, but dedicated core of farmers

with a ‘can-do’ attitude. This area has, for the past several

Labrador —
Land of Challenge and Opportunity

Labrador Report

As green and good as it gets at the end of summer in the big land.
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decades, had an organized and proactive

agricultural association. The LMAA has

taken the lead in: local agricultural land-

use zoning, soil, water, crop, dairy and en-

vironmental studies, as well as the

start-up of a popular seasonal community

farmers' market. Our association has ac-

tively continued its liaison with the NLFA

and the various branches of the provincial

agrifoods and forestry departments.

Although my initial entry and intro-

duction to Newfoundland, and then

Labrador in the early 1970s was as an

educator, I soon found that I could not

so easily disengage myself from my agri-

cultural roots. Whether it was on the

northern tip of Newfoundland, or small

villages and communities in southern

and northern coastal Labrador (and fi-

nally, in Happy Valley - Goose Bay), I

everywhere found myself digging the

local soils and planting. I was responding

to what seemed to be a genetic calling

or return to ancestral agricultural her-

itage of my European ancestors.

Soon after we landed in Goose Bay,

this stay-at-home-dad became interested

in and participating in the life and aspira-

tions of local farmers who were clearing

land and building to produce vegetables,

eggs, Christmas trees and whatever else

could be or needed to be grown for the

local population. I joined the Lake

Melville Agricultural Association and was

soon chairing the organization. Although

the challenges of farming in Labrador

were immediately apparent, I was con-

vinced that agricultural in all its forms,

was viable in this region. After half a

dozen year with the Association, it was

time to pick up a hoe and shovel and be-

come a farmer myself. Three of us joined to form a coopera-

tive (Central Labrador Agrifoods Cooperative) and started

"Green Earth Farm", a cooperative venture and experiment

in land development and food production without the aid of

chemicals. In four years of land-clearing, soil-building and crop-

ping, we were able to produce and market to a receptive and

growing number of people, the kind of food that everyone

should have the opportunity to enjoy.

Besides the usual challenges and difficulties of land devel-

opment, we faced many challenges including: floods, drought,

insect infestation, and planting, harvesting and marketing with

minimal mechanization and capital. However, the satisfaction

of maximizing and seizing the opportunities made the whole

enterprise more than worthwhile. My concluding word

would be, "Yes, folks, even in the far-off Labrador region, agri-

culture can be done, has been done, and will continue to be

opportunistically done for many years to come".

Herb Brown is a gallery owner and vegetable farmer in Happy
Valley - Goose Bay, Labrador. As the son of immigrant Mennonite
farmers, he grew up on dairy and mixed farms in BC's Fraser Val-
ley. After a few years of teaching in the Peace River Country of
BC's northeast, he married and moved to Northern Newfoundland
in 1974, and then on to several locations in Labrador. He is cur-
rently the Lake Melville Agriculture Association (LMAA)'s vice chair
and NLFA Labrador representative.

Herb harvesting canola greens, Sept 6th, at Brown & Sellars'
farm, Goose Bay.
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Kubota Corporation is a tractor and heavy equipment

manufacturer which was founded in Osaka, Japan in

1890 and has become an international brand leader with a focus

on contributing to society by offering environmentally compat-

ible equipment designed to improve quality of life.  Kubota

Canada Limited (KCL) has been serving Newfoundlanders and

Labradorians since the mid-1970s, when the first Kubota deal-

ership in the province was opened in Corner Brook. 

Kubota produces a wide variety of equipment, including a

full range of Tractors (18-135 engine HP), Construction

Equipment (excavators, compact wheel loaders, tracked car-

riers, compact tracked loaders), side-by-side Utility Vehicles

(RTVs), and Lawn Tractors. 

Nfld. Kubota Ltd., the dealership presently serving the

province, was started in 1990 and has been operating as part

of the Pike Group since 1999.  The dealership is made up of

two locations – Kenmount Road in St. John’s and Maple Valley

Road in Corner Brook.  It is one of 155 dealers across

Canada and is above average in size and profile.

What sets Kubota apart from its competitors is primarily

a reputation for quality.  The world renowned engine used

in Kubota tractors and other equipment is even used in sev-

eral competitors’ products! But Kubota doesn’t outsource

any of its parts, it makes all of its own components which

helps it maintain its focus on consistent quality.

Another area where Kubota has set itself apart is that of

support.  All Kubota parts are shipped from a warehouse in

Markham, ON and all decisions that affect business in Canada

are made in Canada.  Every territory has both a regional sales

manager and product support manager, something the com-

petition doesn’t offer.  

For this province, that means there is a representative in

New Brunswick to assist with any sales, customer service

and dealership issues, and another representative in Nova

Scotia who assists with any service and warranty concerns.

Together with the dealers, and with Kubota Canada, the

focus is to ensure that the highest possible level customer

service is always provided.  Darcy Tucker, General Manager

at Nfld. Kubota describes Kubota’s customer service focus

as an “unrelenting commitment to the highest level of cus-

tomer service possible.”

Profile

AgriVantage Partner Profile: 
Nfld. Kubota Ltd.
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People in the agriculture sector know Kubota for farm

equipment, but Kubota sells to a much wider audience than

just farmers.  Kubota also sells to construction companies

and contractors, sod and turf producers, and the biggest sales

group is actually the retail traffic component.

Kubota has ambitious expansion plans.  As a company, it

has set a goal to double its worldwide business over a six-

year mandate.  This will be done through both expansions

and acquisitions.  Kubota has already acquired Kverneland

Group, a Norway-based international agriculture equipment

manufacturing company.   

Kubota Corporation is expanding its current product of-

fering, with new RTV side by side utility vehicles, larger horse-

power tractors, larger excavators, and a wider selection of

skid steer loaders planned for the near future. 

The company is also pursuing branded merchandise,

whereby a consumer can purchase a toolbox or even things

like Christmas ornaments branded with Kubota.

Kubota has recently undertaken a campaign to be a premier

event sponsor.  It is a sponsor of Cascar, Curling’s Player’s

Championship and the Kubota Cup horse show-jumping tour.

KCL has been a proud supporter of 4H across the country

for a number of years, however the most recent and ambi-

tious of sponsorships is the CFL, sponsoring the Touchdown

Atlantic event in Moncton, NB, and even the Grey Cup.

To stay ahead of the curve, Kubota’s new products are re-

ally putting an emphasis on being green and environmentally

friendly.  All current products meet or exceed Tier-4 emission

standards.

Looking at the local dealership’s advantages, we see that

there are just as many.  Offering two convenient locations is

a key advantage over other local equipment dealers.  The

level of investment and reinvestment in the facilities is obvi-

ous upon entering the flagship Kenmount Road location.  It

has only been in that location for seven years and has already

undergone a renovation to ensure the clean professional

image Nfld. Kubota has built is maintained.  The key, as Gen-

eral Manager Darcy Tucker highlights, is the dedicated staff

focused, above all else, on customers.

Nfld. Kubota is also able to offer cross-brand selling. With

its sister company, Harvey & Company Ltd., the dealership

is also a dealer for International Trucks, Hyster forklifts, and

JCB construction equipment.

The Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture

is pleased to profile our AgriVantage program partner Nfld.

Kubota, where all active members of the NLFA will receive

discounts on parts and labour, and up to a $1,000 rebate on

the power unit series.

Profile
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* Seed potatoes: average yield 14 barrels to one

* Oats: average yield 8 bushels to one

* Hay: is taken from the same ground for 5 to 10 years

* Rotation: first year oats; second year, potatoes; third year, hay seed

* Two Society bulls last year gave 45 calves

* Average daily yield of milk per cow was 2 gallons

* "Sheep are more valuable than dogs"

* In our Society we have: 62 horses, 250 cows, 4 bulls, 2,000

sheep, 150 pigs.

* Our Society grew last year: 4,000 barrels of potatoes and sold

1,000 barrels; 400 barrels turnips and sold 100 barrels. We sold

48,261 pounds of beef; 10,160 pounds of mutton; and 5,000

pounds of butter.

* The Society requested the government to build a bridge across

the Grand River and that the coastal boat call at Codroy so that

produce could be sent by steam and rail.

* The Society officers were J P Downey, F P Braithwaite, T E

Corneally, George Collier, Patrick Ryan, Thomas Hilliard, Alex Gale.

Agricultural History

The CODROY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY (membership 130) sent in their
annual report to the government in 1912:

Do you have any old descriptions? Photos or documents of your farm's historic practices and production?

Please send copies to the Agricultural History Society of Newfoundland and Labrador.  We will de-

posit them in MUN's library to grow their collection of the history of agriculture in the province. Contact

Kevin Aucoin aucoin89@nl.rogers.com or 709-895-2540.

How Do Your Farm Statistics Compare?

Next

Our next issue will be Winter 2014. We are

accepting submissions until January 7, 2014. If

interested contact Matthew Carlson:
mcarlson@nlfa.ca or 747-4830




